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prevent the condensation of the breath. I have for some years
made use of it on the mirror for examining decayed teeth, and
since I have used the laryngoscope have found it of great use.
The mirror keeps perfectly bright; and if a small film of gly-
cerine is applied to it, waiting till all bubbles and streaks have
disappeared, it does not seem to diminish the reflection of the
parts of the larynx. I would also suggest that the little tubes
now seen in every druggist’s window for blowing out a fine
cloud of scent, &c., might be utilized for the application of
solutions, astringents, &c., to the larynx, or, indeed, the eye.
The particles of fluid are very small; and this simple instru-
ment seems to me quite as effectual as the elaborate and costly
one figured in Dr. M ’Kenzie’s book as ’’ Lewin’s Pulverizateur." "
The Doctor’s light-concentrator seems invaluable, and will be
of great service to country practitioners in microscope work
where it is impossible to procure gaslight. As a practical hint
for this or any other operation at night: the country doctor
who "does his work on wheels" has always a good light at
his command in a couple of spare lamp lights in his driving-
box ; these give a light almost equal to gas, and far superior
to the half-dozen tallow dips offered in the cottages of the
poor.&mdash;I am, Sir, yours respectfully,

HORACE SWETE.Wrington, Somerset, June, 1865.

LIEBIG’S FOOD FOR INFANTS.
,7’o the Editoo of THE LANCET.

SIR, &mdash;Two preparations have lately been introduced into
the trade, and offered for sale, as improvements upon my
"soup for infants.’’ 

" I have had specimens of these prepara-
tions sent to me, and the result of my analysis of them is any-
thing but satisfactory. According to the directions accom-
panying them, it is impossible that the nourishment can be
contained in them which in any way supplies the place of the
mother’s milk or satisfies the requirements of the infant.

I am induced to make these remarks, in order that the non-
success of these so-called "improvements" may not be attri-
buted to the incorrectness of the principles I have inculcated:
principles which have stood the test, in Germany, during the
last eight months, of manv hundred cases.-I am, &c.,

JUSTUS V. LIEBIG.Giessen, June, 1865.

THE UNIVERSITIES OF LONDON AND
CAMBRIDGE.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;As undergraduate of the University of London and

graduate of Cambridge, I feel inclined to state my views of
the examination in each case by giving the preference to the
University of London, an examination which many of the
" Pol " men would never pass unless they knocked off much
of that conviviality which is always found at the Universities.
The undergraduates, as a rule, come up direct from public
schools with enough knowledge to take their degree; and,
with the exception of attending lectures which are compulsory,
do little in the way of work until the term before they go in
for their little-go and degree. At Cambridge the authorities
do not endeavour to draw out the largest amount of know-
ledge, but spread it over three years, so as to allow of social
feelings, the development of the physical powers, and moral
education, which one gains from associating with a number of
equals; and this it is which gives a finish to a gentleman’s
education-which causes a certain amount of moral restraint
over one’s actions, if not appreciated by the rest. This, con-
tinued from the age of eighteen to twenty-one over six months
in each year, in my mind makes up for the really stiff exami-
nation of the University of London.

I am. Sir. verv obedientlv vours.

B.A., M.R.C.S.June,1885.

DANGEROUS NUISANCES.
To the Editor of THE LANET.

SIR,&mdash;Medical and sanitary science has achieved a most
useful success in the rejection by the House of Lords of a
Bill for the extension of large gasworks in a populous metro-
politan suburb, which Bill had passed, I must assume per in-
curiam, through the Commons.
The Lords rejected the Bill on the second reading&mdash;that is

to say, ort principle. I trust that the principle thus judiciouslyasserted will in all cases be maintained where it is proposed
to extend in town neighbourhoods noxious manufactures of
any kind which could be carried on at some distance in the

country, where they would inflict at least comparatively little
injury on health and property. The manufacture of gas is

emphatically one of these. After interminable experiment,
it is found substantially impossible to disengage it from dan-
gerous or deleterious effects ; but it is quite practicable to
carry it on many miles away from the place where it is con-
sumed. It would be the climax of inconsistency to spend
millions on sanitary purification of all kinds for the benefit of

London, and at the same time sanction any avoidable enlarge-
ment of dangerous nuisances.
! I have the honour, &c.,

A VALETUDINARIAN.June, 1865

THE TREATMENT OF HYDROCELE BY
PRESSURE AFTER INJECTION.

1’0 the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;A case occurred more than a year ago in which 1
treated a hydrocele on the plan recommended by Dr. Agnis in
THE LANCET of May 20th.
The hydrocele was tapped tcitlaout being injected, and strap-

ping at once applied. The thickening Dr. Agnis speaks of
rapidly disappeared, and the patient, a man aged fifty-four,
left the infirmary well in fourteen days. There has been no
tendency whatever to a return of the hydrocele.

This plan appears to be as efficient as it is simple, and well
worthy, I think, of a fair trial.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
W. DUNNETT SPANTON, M.R.C.S.

North Staffordshire Infirmary, June, 1865.

Parliamentary Intelligence.
HOUSE OF COMMONS

JUNE 19TH.

ENGAGEMENT OF DR. SUTHERLAND.

SIR S. NORTHCOTE asked the Under-Secretary of State for
War in what capacity Dr. Sutherland was employed by the
War Department ; what pay and allowances he received ;
whether he was paid by salary or by day pay when actually
employed, and if by day pay for how many days in the year
he was employed on an average ; from what vote of the Esti-
mates the payment was made ; whether the arrangement had
received the approval of the Treasury; and whether there
would be any objection to lay upon the table of the House a.
copy of the terms of his original appointment, and of any
correspondence between the War Office and the Treasury on
the subject.
The Marquis of HARTINGTON said the House would recollect

that at the conclusion of the Crimean war a Royal Commission
was appointed to inquire into the sanitary state of the army.
The result was that several sub-committees were subsequently
appointed to consider and report upon the best mode of carry-
ing out several of the subjects which had been reported upon
by the Royal Commission. Dr. Sutherland, who had been a,

member of the Royal Commission, was appointed to serve on
four of these sub-committees, and he still continued to serve
on one, and the most important of them&mdash;that originally called
the Barrack and Hospital Committee, and now called the
Army Sanitary Committee. The duties of that committee
were to consider and report upon all questions relating to
sanitary improvements in existing barracks and hospitals, and
the most healthy form of construction for new buildings. Dr.
Sutherland’s great experience and knowledge in such matters
enabled him to render services upon the committee more valu-
able probably than those of any other gentleman who could
be found. As to the rate of remuneration, it was fixed by the
right hon. and gallant gentleman (General Peel) at &pound;3 3s. a

day, and afterwards, upon the recommendation of Mr. Herbert,
then President of the Royal Commission, it was continued at
the same rate so long as he was completely occupied upon
these duties. Dr. Sutherland’s time had since been entirely
occupied on the details of the business of the Sanitary Com-
mittee, and he therefore continued to receive the above rate of &pound;


